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REMARKS 

'This submission is presented in response to the Office Action of September 1, 2005 in 
which claims 1 -32 ore pending, The Examiner has objected to the Abstract as exceeding a 
maximum set limil or 150 words, In addition, claims 1-13 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
] 01 as being al legally directed to rton-sUtutory subject matter. Further, claims 1,2, 6-21, and 
25-32 have beeu rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as being allegedly anticipated by Han cl aL 
(U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0052S07), hereinafter "Ilan". Finally, claims 3-5 and 22-24 
liovc been rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being allegedly unpatentable over I Ian as applied 
lo claims I and 20 and in view of Official Notice. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6-14, 1 6-21, and 25-30 have 
been amended. Claims 3 T 5, 15, 22, and 24 have been canceled. New claims 33-37 have been 
added. The Applicant submits that claims 1 » 2, 4, 6-14, 16-21, 23, and 25-37 are in condition for 
allowance for at least the reasons presented herein. No new matter has been entered by this 
amendment, 

ChiUnJ^Mrtions Under 35 (JSCS 10! 

Claims M3 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as allegedly directed to non- 
statutory material. Jn particular, the Examiner stales that the method claims 1-13 recite an 
abstract idea, facilitating product development processes that do not "apply, involve, use, or 
advance the technological arts since all of the recited steps can be performed in the mind" 
(Office Action, page 3). The Applicant has canceled claims 2 and 4. In addition, the Applicant 
has amended claims I, 3, and 5-13 U> recile a ''computer-implemented method". The Applicant 
submits lhal claims 1, 3, and 5-13 recite statutory subject matter in accordance with 35 U.S.C. 
101 and respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the outstanding rejections. 
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Clahn lUictriousJhukv 3.5. 102 

Chums 1, 2, 6-21 , and 25-32 have boon rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
allegedly anticipated by Han. The Applicant respectfully traverses the outstanding rejections. 
"A claim is anticipated only if each and every clement as set forth in the claim is found, cither 
expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art reference.' 1 Verdvgaal Bros, V. Union Oil 
Cik of California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed, Cir. 1987). Moreover, "(i]hc 
identical invention must be shown in as complete detail as is contained in the * *" * claim." 
Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 868 F.2d 1226, 1236, 9USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). 

Claim 1 is noL anticipated by Han, because llan does not teach or suggest each and every 
clement recited therein. As amended, claim I recites in part, "providing access to a web site of 
said product development enterprise by said at least one customer enterprise via said computer 
nelwoik; 

providing access to an account maintained on behalf of said customer enterprise; 

receiving data inputs pertaining to a product development request for a new product, said 
product development request originating from said customer cntciprise; 

receiving data inputs pertaining to the neiv product from a marketing enterprise, the 
data inputs from the marketing enterprise including: 

new trends in consumer behavior; 

economic or market conditions influencing said consumer behavior; and 
competitor analyses; 

storing said dnia inputs from the customer enterprise and the marketing enterprise in a 
data storage device; 

extracting said data inputs from the customer enterprise and the marketing enterprise for 
review and analysis; 

establishing a product development plan in response to said review and said analysis," 
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Chum 1 lias been amended to include features recited in canceled claims 3 and 5; thus, no 
now matter has been entered by this amendment. However, since the Examiner has rejected 
newly canceled claims 3 and 5 under 35 1 J.S.C. 103, the Applicant will address the rejection of 
claim 1 under bolh 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103, 

The Fixamincr states with respect to claim 1, that Han teaches "providing access to an 
account maintained on behalf of said customer enterprise", citing Paragraph 94. Han discloses a 
customer initiating a request for a quote (Rl r Q), which is assigned a specific number usable by 
ihc customer for tracking the RFQ. The Examiner states that the RFQ acts as a customer account 
that the customer can maintain via the website. The Applicant respectfully disagrees. A tracking 
number is not synonymous with an account; e.g., one can track an order placed online without 
any requirement to establish an account. Ftuther, there is no mention anywhere in the llan 
reference of an account. 

Tho Hxaiuincr concedes that Han does not teach or suggest receiving data inputs from a 
m:uketing enterprise that include new trends iu consumer behavior, economic or market 
conditions influencing the consumer behavior and competitor analysis as recited in amended 
claim 1 (and canceled claims 3, 5). However, the Examiner states that the Team and Enterprise 
Participation Suiles disclosed in Han as teaching an interactive environment where every 
member of the company's value network can participate with a product (Paragraphs 60 and 61), 
coupled willi Official Notice willi respect to a marketing enterprise, renders obvious Applicant's 
claim L As shown and described in Figure 7 of Han, numerous participants in the design tool 
arc specifically named and described. Han, however, is entirely devoid of teaching a marketing 
enterprise providing data inputs as part of the production development process as recited in 
Applicant's claim t. 

The Examiner suggests that such feature is well known in the art at the time oTinvention 
(Office Action, page 13). The Applicant submits that the Examiner's use of Official Notice in 
this circumstance is improper. MPGP § 2144.03 defines when it is proper to use Official Notice. 
Jn particular, the MPEP stales "Official notice unsupported by documentary evidence should 
only be taken by the examiner where the facts asserted to be well-known, or to be common 
knowledge in the art are capable of instant and unquestionable demonstration as being well- 
known." Tho MPKP also stales "It would not be appropriate for the examiner to take official 
notice of facts without citing a prior art reference where the facts asserted to be well known are 
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not capable of instant and unquestionable demonstration as being well-known." The MP12P 
gives as an example specific knowledge of Die art. Tn tliis case, tlic limitations of a structural 
manner of unifying the cover and the door and the air cleaning device axe not capable of instant 
and unquestionable demonstration as being well-known. Applicant asserts that it is improper to 
rely on Official Notice for the features recited in duim 1 * Accordingly, the Applicant submits 
that claim I is neither anticipated by, nor rendered obvious over Han. Claims 2 and 6-13 depend 
from what should be an allowable claim 1. For at least these reasons, the Applicants submit that 
claims 2 nnd 6-13 are also in condition for allowance and respectfully request reconsideration 
ami withdrawal ofthc outstanding rejections. 

Claims 14 and 20 recite a system, and storage medium, respectively, for facilitating 
production development process. Claims 14 and 20 have been amended in a substantially similar 
fashion as claim 1 . For at least the reasons presented above with respect to claim 1 , the 
Applicant submits that claims 14 and 20 arc neither anticipated by, nor rendered obvious in viuw 
ofllan. Claims 15, 22, and 24 have been canceled. Claims 16-19 and 33-37 depend from what 
should be an allowable claim 15. New claims 33-37 recite features substantially similar to those 
rcciied in claims 2* 4, and 6-13. Thus, no new matter has been entered. Claims 16-19 and 33-37 
should be allowable at least due to their dependencies on claim 15. Accordingly, the Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the outstanding rejections. 

Claims 22 and 24 have been canceled. Claims 2t, 23, and 25-32 depend from what 
should be an allowable claim 20. l ? or at least this reason, the Applicant submits that claims 21 , 
23, and 25-32 are in condition for allowance. 

C/aiai Rejections U mlcr 35 11SC $ 10 3 

Claim 3-5 and 22-24 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being allegedly 
unpatentable over Han as applied to claims 1 and 20 above. Claims 3, 5, 22, and 24 have been 
canceled. As indicated above, claims 1 and 20 are believed to be patentable over Han, Claims 4 
and 23 depend from what should be allowable claims 1 and 20, respectively. Accordingly, the 
Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the outstanding rejections. 
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Concl usion . 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, the Applicant submits that the above- 
identified replication is now in condition for allowance. Early notification to this effect i$ 
respect fully requeued. 

If there are any charges with respect to Ibis response or otherwise, please charge them to 
Deposit Account 06-1 130 maintained by Applicant's attorneys. 

Respectfully submitted, 


By; CW 

Marisa J. Dubuc V 
Registration No: 46,673 
CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
55 Griffin Road South 
Bloomficld, CT 06002 
Telephone (860) 286-2929 
Facsimile (860) 286-0115 
Customer No. 23413 

Date: January 26, 2006 
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